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Saint	Philip	Neri		
 
Directions: Read the biography and answer the questions.       
 
Saint Philip Neri was born into a noble Italian family 
in the 16th century. He was well educated and expected 
to inherit the family business until he had an 
encounter with Jesus Christ that set him on a more 
spiritual path. He moved to Rome to study philosophy 
and theology in a monastery, but felt called to serve 
the poor without becoming a priest. He spent the next 
seventeen years meeting people in the streets, shops, 
warehouses, and hospitals to talk with them about 
their relationships with God. He was especially 
dedicated to serving the poor pilgrims who travelled to 
Rome throughout the year. His joyful nature and good 
humor earned the attention of everyone from poor 
citizens of Rome to cardinals, priests, and spiritual leaders like Saint 
Ignatius of Loyola. Eventually, his confessor convinced him to become a 
priest, and he continued to be an example of piety and service to the poor. 
He organized the first “Seven Churches Walk” leading pilgrims to visit 
seven churches in Rome, which is still popular today during Holy Week. He 
founded the Congregation of the Oratory for his followers that gathered 
together for evenings of music and spiritual readings. As a priest during a 
time of great division among Christians, Saint Philip Neri inspired personal 
holiness among Catholic leaders who were becoming overly focused on 
political matters. He died at the age of 79 among his closest followers.  
 
1. How did Saint Philip Neri spread the good news about Jesus Christ?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2. What are some ways kids your age could gather or already gather together in prayer?   
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3. Saint Philip Neri was known for his joyful holiness. What brings you joy and why?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________  


