
Dear Religious Education Families, 

With all the uncertainty that we are facing I wanted to write to you to help give you a better idea of 

what our plans are for bringing faith formation to your children. 

As of now we are moving forward with in-person instruction as we normally would, starting in October, 

rather than September.  Things will be structured differently to follow safety protocols. We are also 

offering a year-long at-home learning option.  We ask for your flexibility because things might change 

depending on the school’s and the state’s decisions.  

IN-PERSON LEARNING 

 We will not be gathering upon arrival.  Your students will go directly to their classrooms.  Please 

arrive as close to the start time as possible so the catechists are available to receive your 

children at the start of class. Face coverings need to be worn at arrival and dismissal. 

 Each student must attend with their own pencils.  Crayons and glue sticks for grades 1-6 need to 

be provided by parents. On the occasion scissors are needed, Rel. Ed. will provide and we will 

sanitize them after use.  

 Grades 1 and 2 will be given their own workbooks with their names on them that will be left in 

the classroom.  All other grades will have textbooks, which will be left in the classroom.  All 

books will be sanitized with the fogger after each class session 

 Shepherd School – they rent the building from OLM – is in compliance with all CDC regulations in 

order for them to open the facility.  Rel. Ed. will benefit greatly because the proper protocols 

will be in place for our use of the classrooms. 

 Shepherd School will sanitize the classrooms at the end of their school days.  We will be using 

the same fogger that is used in the church to sanitize the classrooms after each session.  We will 

open the doors of our cabinets and spray the inside of the cabinets as well.  The cabinets hold 

the books and teacher supplies. 

 Each classroom is set with 12 desks that are 6 feet apart.  There is a grid taped to the floor of 

each classroom that designates the 6 feet distances.  The desk is placed in the middle of the 6 

feet section.  All desks face forward.  When students are at their desk they can remove their 

face coverings.  When moving about in the classroom or hallways face coverings are required.   

 Our goal is to have 10 students per class.  We need catechists/teachers in order to meet that 

goal.  Please seriously consider helping in this capacity. 

 If a student is sent to the office because they aren’t feeling well, regardless of their compliant, 

we will call the parents and ask them to pick up the child.  We will follow up with the parent in 

regards to the illness.  If warranted, an email will be sent to the class stating the illness.   

 If your child is not feeling well please keep your child home.  Contact our office to let us know of 

the absent so we can mark it excused.   

 On dismissal – the doors to the auditorium will be open so parents can wait in there.  Face 

coverings must be worn.  Students will go directly to the auditorium upon dismissal from their 

class to meet their parents.   



 

AT-HOME LEARNING 

We are also offering a At-Home Learning option for any parents who are not comfortable with sending 

their child to in-person Religious Education. 

 Parents will receive the syllabus for chapters that need to be covered and due dates.   

 Parents will be as involved as needed based on the child’s ability, to complete the assigned 

work.   

 The at-home instruction will be supplemented with pre-recorded videos for certain chapters, a 

few appropriate YouTube videos and some light homework assignments that will be completed 

and emailed to me.  

 There will be assessments as well that will be downloaded from the webpage, that need to be 

completed and emailed to me.   

 Some of the catechists have offered to do a zoom class once or twice as month for 

approximately 15 minutes.  Not all grade levels will have zoom being not all catechists have 

offered to zoom.   

 Zoom classes will consist of short lessons, stories, hands-on “experiments” to show the 

students, or other creative ways to interact with the students.  Again, not all classes will have 

this being not all catechists are able to zoom. 

 It would be best to keep up-to-date with the syllabus and due dates so if and when a zoom 

gathering takes place your student is better able to participate.  Most likely zoom gatherings will 

be held during regular class time, Sundays 10:15-11:30 or Monday 4:30-5:45.   

If you would like to participate in the At-Home Learning option, please indicate on your registration 

form.  If you’ve already registered and would like to switch to At-Home Learning, please email me 

dre@olmchurch.org and reled@olmchurch.org and we’ll make the switch. 

I hope this very long email – helps you to understand our plans and helps you to make an informed 

decision in regards to your children’s faith formation.  If you have any questions, just reach out. 

Please send in your registration forms and tuition ASAP.  Now more than ever, I need to know our 

numbers of students so we can plan accordingly.  Once again, please consider being a catechist/teacher, 

we really need you to keep our number of students low in each classroom.  Depending on our number 

of students I need catechists in the following spots:  Sunday, gr. 1, 2 and 4.  Monday gr. 1, 3 and 6. 
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